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BACE'g CHRISIIfAS CRAI(RIO

Cbonrs
Cbrlgtlansr be Joyfirl, aod. graLse yorr salrntJ.oa,
Stug, f,or todqy yorr Retleemr Ls born;
Cease to be f,eachrl, forget lamentatlon,
Faste vltb tba,nksgfvhg to grreet thls glatl no:n!
Cme Let us rorslrip ancl f,a'l 1 dormc before ll{mr
Iet us rrLth volces unltedl aflo1s llfrn.

Recitative (fenor)
I[ow Lt care to pass la t&ose da6re, that tbele rrcnt out a tlecree f,rom Caesar
Auguetnre, that nll tbe rorlcl ghoulal. be enrolletl. Antt alt rent to euroiLl tben:-
selves, elerlrole to hl.g orr cl.ty. Andl there al.so rent up rloeelh frm Gal.llee,
out of the clty of l$azarethr tuto firdea, to tbe city otr Davitt rihtcb Lg called
Betblehenr for be rles otr the bouse anat fa&f\y of, Davltl,, to enro]-L hlnseLf,, rltb
Mary bts betrotheil rrlfe, belng €feat rrtth Chnd.
And. nLtJ'e tbe;r re:re there, tbe dqys rere firlfilleil tbat sbe eboutd be dellveredl.

Recltatlre (gto)
See, aon tbe Brltlegrom, fuIL of grace,
fhe hero of K{ng bvl.dte race,
To sare and beal tbe earth
Ibth etoop to nortaL bLrth.
See nor tbe St€a of ibcob shlljngr

Its be+nn alellght our eJreEi
Up, Zloa, aoil. forget tJly ead, reptnt-og,

For blgb t\y bllss doth rlee.

Arr (nto)
hepare tftyeeJf, Zlon, rltJr tstler affectlon,
lbe pr:lest, the fairest, tble &y to lecefie.
llbou nrst agst El't wlth a heart rrltb ].ove oterflorrlng.
Eeste, t$€n, rrltlr arilour the htrlegrom to ne.lcone.

Cbora.l
Eov sbaLl I fltdy reet Ibee,
And, gf,ve llbee relcre rhrc?
llhe uatLors long to greet.|fbee,
AJcd, I nutrltt gleet llbee, too.
O Fount of lj.gbt, sblrc b'ri&t'ly
llpon qr alarkeoett beart,
IhBt I r0r serer &ee rlgbtly,
Anil knov Tbee ae lhou ar*.

Recltattve (nenor)
And sbe trou&t fortlr ber ftret-bom Son, ancl ehe wragnd F{rn ts avacldt trg
clotbes, aatl lalal ll{rn l3 a moger, because tbere nas no roon for tbeu ta tne
'lnn.



Cboral- an<t Recitatlte (Bass)
Fe us to ealith he coneth poort

Tfbo rtgbtlV can hie love cleclare,
Tbat frl].s orr tencler Savlorre breagt?

Atr retteqttlon to secur,e.
Year who can understanalr or share,
Els grief for rmn by sin oPlnessetl?

Antl rlch la heaveu to mke us stand.,
HLnseJf the Son of Gotl viIL gine,
llbat ue my be retleeretl, antl J.lve.

AIL u:nbe::ed ldtn thig angejl-ba.nct.
So non for t'h.is as l"hn
Beholtl Eln bom.

(o mra, barng rercy! )

Atr (sas")
UiSbW Iord., antl Klng all-glorloust
Savior t::ue, for mn vlctorlous,
Uar&nry state thotr tlogt distlain,
Ee vbo a.IL thtnss doth slrstain
ltho att state antl poqr sutrrplJ.eth,
In a lor\y naoa€er ].lettr.

Cbolal.
Ah, rlea,rest Jesus, EoIY ChiJ-d,
!&ke |&ee a bedr eoftr unde*i-Led
I{ltbLn ry beal*, aod thene recJ.i:re,
Ard. keep tbat cbanber qrer llhirre.

Recttative (nenor)
And tbere rere shetribertLs Ltx the sarc comtrXrr abl.iHng ln tbe field, keepfag
ratch o'ver thelr flocks by nigbt. Antl' J-oe tne angp]. otr tle Iortl etootl try
tb€o and tbe glorlr of, tbe Lord shole round about tbenr antt tbey lFre sore
af,ratd.

Chora.l
Sreak fortb, O beauteous beavrnly ligbt
Ancl uslrea tn tbe rcmtng;
Te shelherf,s sbllnlc not rcitb af,ftigbt,
&rt beaa the angelsr vartltrg.
Thrs Chlldr nov teak la lnfancY,
Our conftclence antl JoY sbalJ- be,
llbe lnrer otr Satao breakJ-ngt
Or peace eteraal Dak{ng.

Recltattve (reoor) (t[bc Eneer)
ADil tbe ansei safd'to-tb€@: 

- Sa Dot af,r'aldr bebold, I brf!8 you @oal tfdf!8s
of-efeat Jq, nbicb sl..U be to all the lnolrte' P" t"aay 1" bo"o to you tn
tbe ctty of:ipvfa a SaYlor, rthtch ls Cbrlst tbe Lor'l'

Recltatlrrc (Sasg)
I{bat Goit to lbmhin reteal-ed, ge to the sbelfteraf ibth accord' to see fuIfltledl.
To eheliherrla, 1o! qur gpcious Iortl Eis tturlxlses ut'oldetlr. &at bJ-eee5:og

1hLch, 1n d4i.s otr oLt[ ne tn a she$beril ftrst foretol.dr a sbe$bertl flrgt be-
holtlet'b.



Atr (ttanor)
Saete, ye shepherds, haste to neet lTiau

Wry sbould ye tlsJny to greet Elm?
Easte tJrts gracious Ch{Lcl to see.
G1arl anrl Joyfirl ye sboultl be,
0f Els rondrous love fertak!€
IT{rn your bope aod codort DaJrJng.

Recltative (tenor)
And this is t&e std tp yor: Ye sha.l]. find tbe babe ra:atrpect ln eraddllng
clot'bes, and ryfng ia a mnger.

Cho::aJ"
wittt:tn y<n gloqr mngBr lles
Tbe Lord vho nelgr:s abore the skles:
Wtthh the gta].l ubere beaste heve fetl
lbe Vlrglrl.bo:n dotb 18Y his head.

Recltatlne (nees)
O Easte ye, ttren! Ye ehePherds, 8o.
Stnce you thJ's nonder hovt

And seek for GocFg ALnlgbW Son
Wlthin a rangrer lY!€ lovJY;
And ttrere, begide thBt C"€dIe bolJr

In seeet lra.mnloua tone,
Slng a.Lt vltJr one accortl,
To sootbe yor iafant Lortl.

ChoraI
Beside fl4Y craclle here I stantlt
O Thou tbat ever l1nest,
And brlng ftree vlth a' ud]]tDg baadt
lbe verY gfte lfhou glveet'
Acccpt ue; rtis ry nLnd ao'l beartt
lg elur, fo strelgthl w everlr Partt
ttet grou llro re requirest'

AJr (Dbzzo-solmao)
Shmiber, beLcrretlr anal take tlgr re-1nee,
Soon rrltt thou nakcn, oc Joy and salratl@.

Reeltatlve (fenor)
lna sudde3ry- ther; rns rit& tbe aogel, a urltltutb otr tbe beavrn\y hoat,
praist.ag Croil entl enY{n8;

Cbeug
GIoIf be to Gotl ALntgbf,Y!
G1oary, thaoksr and lnaloe be glvtn.

rMmMrsstr0t{



Ctonls
Hear, IG.ng of Aagels, t&ougb fal-ter our voi,ces;
0l When fhy Zl.on befo::e Thee rejoices,
Iet ber endealor be p.leaetng to 'Ihee!
Ilear rrs, O Iortl, vhen rNe offer our praisesl
fiear, r'drcn Thy Zion gj-acl tha,rfrsg:ivtng raises,
Joylng Ury ld.ebty salvation to gee.

Recitetlve (tenor)
And. vhen tle a$geJ"s uexe gone frm tlrcn lnto beavrn, the ebepherdls said one
to anotlrer.

Cbonrs
Let us eren now go to Betblehen
Antl see, ancl see th:is thilg shich is come to trnso,
I.Ib-1ch the Lorcl hath nade knom to us.

Recltatlve (Bass)
Ee bitls us confort take,
Ald f:see t*ris Israel cloth na.lre;
ReJ.lef to Zion hittrer sendeth,
And a] 1 our sornov endeth.
Ye shepherds, see vhat Ee hath tlone,
Easte, nake his gIory Isorm.

Chora.l
The Lord hstb a]] these vooders rrougfutt
Eis gteat lorrc tbese g5fts hoth brougttt;
Ttren Let el] Chr'lstiaa nen rejolce,
Anit glve lrim thanlcs rith cbeerftr1- voice.

(rcra, have rercy. )

Recitatine (nenor)
Aldl they care vith baste, ancl found. botb ldaqy and Joselh, aod. the Sabe lJdng
in the nia{rger. And having seen it, tllny ratle knovn abroatl corrcqnLng the
Eayi-ng *rich hatt been slnkea unto then about t'hie Ct{lcl. And s.Lt that heard
It voutlerect at the ttrtngs r.ibicb hatt beea spolcen unto t'ben by the sbepherds.
Btrt l,lary kept alt these things, arod ponderett then in her heart,.

Air (Mezzo-sopcano)
Keep, 0 ry splrit, tJris bless'l"rg and nonder
Cloge rithin tlVsdje coataLned.
O! 3y tfoe uonders ttry Sanrior bat'h sltetrrtl t'hee,
0f tlrts great !!ercy, by tny feebLe faLt'h sustatned.

Recitative (nenor)
Anct the shepherds retu:rred, glorifying antt lmls{ng Godl for al.t tbe thfngF
rtrich tbey bact hearcl alxd seenr even as it vas told, tmto t'hem.

Cbora].
ReJolce antt sinS! Your gracious Klrg
As len is borrr, ancl Lays aside Hlo gl-ory;
fie is adorecl, as Ctrist the Lortlt
Anct enery tongrre repeats the ronclrous stoqy-

CboraJ.
Nov is our C'ocl victorlous
Orer aLL the foes of m'n,
Anil, Christr our Icatler glorlous
To nougbt hath bro't€lrt tfteir plan.
Deat'b, Satan, Sin, anil Sonow
AIL feeL Els ni.gltty rorth.
Ib€re tlianrs a fal-r tmo:row
In Eea;rreu for go!^s otr earAnt.
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