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A,RGUMENT

Some tlme before Act I opens, Ralph has fallen In love wlth Josleplrlne, the daughter
of 5ls conrmanding offlcer, Captaln Colcoran. f.ikervlse, Ltttle Buttercup, a buxom
ped{lcr-wonlan, has fallen in love with the Captaln himself. Class pride, however, st&nds
i1 the rvay of the natural lnclinatlons of both the Corcorans to reciprocate Ralph's cnd
I3uttercup's affectlons. The Captaln has, ln fact, been arrnngltrg a tnarrlage between hls
datrglrter ond Slr Joseph Porter, First f,old of ths Admlralty, who is of the soclal class
above even the Corcorans.

Wherr Act I opens, aboard the If. M. S. Pinafore in Portsmouth harbor, the sailor:r
nr.o merrily pr.epartng the shlp for Slr Joseph's inspection. The generally happy atmos-
phere on declc ls marred only by Llttle Buttercup's hints of a darh secret she is hlding,
by the misanthropic grumbling of Dick Deadeye, and by the lovc-lorn plaints of Ralptr.
of Josephine. Sir Joseph appears, attended by a traln of lodies (hls relatives, who alwayr
follorv hlrn wherevcr he goes). Ho exlllalns how he became Lord of the Aclmlralty anrl
cxamlles t[e crcl, patronlzlngly encoureglng them to feel thut they are evel'yb.ody's

equal, except hls. Like the Captaiu, he ls very punctillous, demandlng polite diction
among: the sailors at all times.

Josephine flndr him insufferable; and, when Ralph agaln pleads his suit and finally
threatcns suiclde, she agrees to elope. Thc act ends wlth the general reJoicing of the

sallorr at Ratph's succesd; only Dlcl; Deadeye croahs his warnlng that their hcipes will
be frustrated.

Act ff (again t[e ship's deck ln P.ortsmouth,) opens with the Captain ln despalr at
the demoralization of his crew ahd the coldness of his daughter torvards Sir Joseph.

Litge Buttercup tries to comfort him, and prophesies a change ln store. But Sit' Joseph

soon appears and tells the Captain that Josephine has 'thoroughly discouraged lrim in
hts suit; he wishcs to calt the match off. 'lhe Captaln sugge,sts that perhnps his daugh-
ter feels her.sclf infelior in soclal rank to Str Joscph, and ut'ges him to &sstlrc het' that
Irrcquality of social ranlc shortld not bc considercd a bart'ier to mtrrt'iagc. l'hls Sit'

Joseph cloes, not realizing that hlB words aro &s appllcable to Josephlne ln lelation to
Iialph as they ar.e to himself in relatlon to Josephlne. FIe thlnks that she accepts him,
rvhereas actually she is reaffirmlng her acceptance of Ralph; and they all Join ln a

happy song'.

Meanrvhlle Dick Deadeye has made hts way to the Captaln, and infoums him <lf

tlre planned elopement of his daughter with Ralph. The Captain theretlpon irrtercepts
the elopers; and, rvhen he learns that Joscphine was actually running away to rnarly
Rtlph, he is so incensed that he cries, "Damme!" tfnfortunately, Slr Joseph and his
r,olatlved hesr him and are horrlfied at his swearing; Sir Joseph sends hiln to his cubin
in disgraee. But rvhen Sir Joseph :.rlso lcarns from Ralph that Josephlne was eloplng,
he angrily orders Rolph put ln irons.

Litge Buttercup now comes ottt wlth her secret, whlch solves tho whole difficulty:
sire confesses that many years ago she had charge of nursing and bringing up Ralph
1n,J the Captain when thcy were babies. Inadvertantly, she got them mixed up; so the
one rvho now w&s Ralph really should be the Captaln, and the one now the Captain
sSould be Ralph. This en'or is lmmediately rectlfied. lfhe sudden rever',sal in the social
stutus of Rullrh antl the Corcorarns l'emoves Sit' Joseph :rs a sultor for Josellhirtc's ha.nd

rrltl pcr.mlts lrer to marry llalph, und lrcr father to nrart'y lluttcrcup. Sir Joscph t'esigns
lrirrtsclf to malryir-rg lris cottsitt, IIcbe.
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